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Here we are at the end of another year and what a year it 
has been for the Central Coast Family History Society Inc. 
Like so many aspects of life there has been much change 
within our organisation. We have seen the passing of 
ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÖÁÌÕÅÄ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȠ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅÄ ÏÕÒ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȭÓ συth  
Birthday; renewed friendships and connections with 
earlier members; we have commemorated significant  
wor ld events such as the centenary of World War 1 and enjoyed some 
wonderful speakers at our meetings as well as the camaraderie among 
fellow members.  
In August we were honoured to host the Royal Australian History seminar 
Ȱ5ÎÌÏÃË ÔÈÅ 0ÁÓÔȱȢ 7ÈÏ ×ÉÌÌ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÌÉÃÉÏÕÓ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÅÁ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÂÙ Ȱ! 
4ÁÓÔÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÕÓÈȱȩ 
As the Editor of your magazine e-Muster , I thank the many contributors 
who have provided such interesting stories resulting from researching their 
&ÁÍÉÌÙ (ÉÓÔÏÒÙȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ȰÇÏÏÄ ÎÅ×Óȱ stories but they do tell the 
lives of those who lived before us. It is in this way that we come to 
understand the human aspects of the factual history. I also thank the 
Committee whose varied talents enhance the character of the Central Coast 
Family History Society. 
Do you have a character in your family history who you would love to have a 
chat with to via a letter?  You do not have to disclose to true identities. 
Maybe your letter would relate to a brick wall you have encountered?  
Maybe there is an event you have discovered but would love to understand 
more about. During our summer break you may enjoy writing such a letter 
for submission in the New Year. 
I wish to acknowledge the enormous help so generously given to me by our 
Secretary, Heather Yates.  Heather has far superior technical skills to me. 
Hopefully, I will become more competent with time and experience. To all 
our members, I trust you will enjoy reading the December edition of e-
Muster .  To the families who have been recently bereaved, we think of you 
and trust that there are many happy memories to comfort and strengthen 
you at this time. To all our members, I trust that you will enjoy the peace and 
joy of Christmas.  
Wishing you wonderful memories as you reflect on this joyous time. 
 
Sue BRECKENRIDGE -Muster Editor  
 

EDITORIAL ɀ SUE BRECKENRIDGE 

Christmas isnôt a season. 

Itôs a feeling. 

Edna Furber. 
 



 

 
 

 

Wow! What a busy year with all 
the changes- yet we survived!  I 
would like to give a big thank you 
to Margaret Ertner for all the help 
that she has given me. 
We held a very successful Seminar 
on the 5th March and our 
speakers Amanda Ianna from 
BDM, Ben Mercer from 
Ancestry.com.au, Joy and Alan 
Murrin Transcription Agents and 

Andrew Gildea from Finders Cafe all presented amazing and informative 
sessions. 
Lorraine Greve won the Epson Photo scanner which was donated by Andrew 
Gildea of Finders Café. 
We also celebrated our 35-year birthday and presented certificates to our 
long-standing members. 
On the 20th August we hosted the Royal Australian Historical SocietÙ Ȱ,ÁÎÄ 
2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ 3ÅÍÉÎÁÒȱ at the Lions Hall, East Gosford.  
The speakers were Professor Carol Liston, Christine Yeats and Dr. Katherine 
Reynolds. What a great day it was. Top class speakers, a huge response from 
those who attended and a fabulous Raffle! 
 
We signed our new Lease with the Council and so we have another 5 years at 
our present site AND we got a good deal. 
Marlene has been very busy with grants and has been very successful in her 
endeavours. 
Eight of us went to Camden for the NSW & ACT State Conference and we 
went very well again, next year will be at Orange, Margaret and I have 
booked our accommodation already. 
To my committee, thank you all for the hard work you have all put in to 
make this such a successful year. 
Merry Christmas to everyone and to your families, wishing you all the best in 
the New Year. 
 
Wendy CONDON-President  

PRESIDENTS REPORT ɀ WENDY CONDON 



 
 

We wish to extend a very warm welcome to our new members. We hope 
they have many happy researching and social hours with us. Please 
ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÏ ÌÏÄÇÅ ÙÏÕÒ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓȭ )ÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ×ÉÔÈ Belinda Mabbott for 
inclusion on the Website.  
 

2019 Robyn Krahe 2023 Peter Adderley 
2020 Marion Morahan 2024 Stuart Ridgway 
2021 Pamela Lois Ayre 2025 Jan Adeney 
1568 Libby Gill 2026 Christine Curtis 
2022 Remona Hayes 2027 Patricia Millar-Williams 

Youôve read the books. Youôve searched in the databases. But did you know that one of the 

best resources in a genealogy library is often the Librarian? Get more out of your visits to our 

library by asking these three things.   

1. ñCan you help me?ò Iôve noticed that there seems to be a hesitation about asking a L ibrarian 

anything. The reasons people give are often, ñShe looks busyò or ñHeôll think this is a stupid 

question.ò Hereôs the scoop: The librarian wants to help you. Yes, she has some work wi th her 

while sheôs at the reference desk. But when she is at the desk, her main responsibility is to help 

you. As for the ñstupid questions,ò I think most Librarians would agree with me that the only 

truly stupid question is the one that isnôt asked. 

2. ñDo you have any collections that arenôt in the catalogue?ò 

Just because the library has it, doesnôt mean that itôs in the catalogue . Things like obituary 

files, newspaper clipping collections, vertical files, and rare books may not be included. Be 

sure to a sk the librarian about these hidden gems.  

3. ñAre there other places that could have the resources Iôm looking for?ò 

This is an especially useful question when you have a ver y specific research focus. The 

Librarian might be able to point you to those ñoff the beaten pathò places ð the tiny historical 

society, the obscure museum, the church archive ð that could have just what it is youôre 

looking for.  

 
 
 
February 4th.  Wayne Peake. Pioneers of Peakhurst   
7ÁÙÎÅȭÓ ÌÁÔÅÓÔ ÂÏÏË ÉÓ 7ÁÎÄÒÉÎȭ 3ÔÁÒȡ 7ÉÌÄ *ÁÃË 0ÅÁËÅ ÏÆ 0ÅÁËÈÕÒÓÔȟ 
Á ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȟ ×ÈÏ ÈÅ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÓ ÁÓ ȰÁ ÂÌÕÅ- 
ÓÉÎÇÌÅÔÔÅÄ ÄÒÉÎËÅÒȟ ÇÁÍÂÌÅÒȟ ÙÁÒÎ ÓÐÉÎÎÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÓÐÉÅÌÅÒȱ ÎÁÔÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
district bounded by Hurstville, Bankstown and East Hills in south-
western Sydney. 

March 4th.  Seniors week begins.  Planning ahead ɀ with 
Geoffrey MORGAN-SMITH Solicitor. 

NEW MEMBERS 

 SPEAKERS FOR 2017  



 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 2017 ɀ effective 1 st April  
 
 
EXISTING MEMBERS - REJOINING Membership Fees for 2017-2018 will be: 
                     Single Membership   $45.00 
                     Joint Membership   $65.00 
 
A Members Day user fee of $2.50 now applies to assist in offsetting the 
cost of online subscription sites.  
 
All Saturday workshops will incur a fee of $10 for members and $15 for non-
members unless otherwise stipulated. 
 
OUR MEMBERSHIP FORM is available to download from the website. From 
ÔÈÅ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÐÁÇÅ ÃÌÉÃË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ȣÒÅÁÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÕÎÄÅÒ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÏÎ 
the banner and all will be revealed.  Remember the website is 
www.centralcoastfhs.org.au  
 
Please read the two additional questions on your membership form 
regarding the Rotary Raffle donations to the Equipment Maintenance and 
Replacement Fund. You can chose to have Tickets sent to you to the value of 
$10 or if you prefer you can make a once per year donation of $10.00 to the 
Equipment Maintenance Fund. 
 

EFFECTIVE 1 OCTOBER OF ANY GIVEN YEAR 
A half yearly membership is offered 

Joining Fee $10.00 
Single Membership: $22.50 
Joint Membership:   $32.50  

 
 
 

No. 17                  April 2017                 e-Muster 
Deadline for articles for the April edition of the Muster is 20th March 2017. 

http://www.centralcoastfhs.org.au/


 
 
The email address for our Society is admin@centralcoastfhs.org.au 
You can also Like Us on Facebook!  

 

 
The following is a list of who does what to keep the society running as smoothly 
as it does.  
Assistant Treasurer Carol Evans 
Bookstall Coordinator Margaret Ertner 
Bookstall meeting helpers Lyn H & Carol Evans 
Bus Trips and Tours Marlene Davidson 
Christmas Party Organiser Wendy Condon 
Event Coordinators Marlene Davidson                 
                                                                                                             Wendy Condon 
Grant Applications Marlene Davidson 
Grant Application Proofreader Committee 
Guest Speakers Marlene Davidson 
Housekeeping Rosemary Wiltshire 
IT and Computer Network CC Mobile Computers 
LDS Film Hire ɀ Family Search Kay Rawnsley 
Librarian Bennie Campbell 
,ÉÂÒÁÒÉÁÎȭÓ !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔ Belinda Mabbott 
Membership Secretary Wendy Condon 
-ÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙȭÓ ÈÅÌÐÅÒ ÏÎ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÄÁÙÓ Kay Rawnsley  
Members Interests/Facebook Administrator Belinda Mabbott 
The e-Muster Editor Sue Breckenridge 
Pelican Press Editor Heather Yates 
Overseas Book Monitor Heather Sushames 
Property Officer Margaret Morters 
Publication Projects & Public Officer Marlene Bailey 
Publicity and Advertising Bennie Campbell 
Raffles Rosemary Wiltshire 
Catering Trish Michael 
Research Officer Margaret Morters 
Rotary Raffle Wendy Condon 
Unrelated Certificates Kay Rawnsley 
Website Administrator Margaret Ertner 
Website Designer Zac Hall ɀ Websiteguy 
Welfare and Hospital Visits Marlene Bailey 
 

 

ASSIGNED DUTIES 

SOCIETIES MAILING LIST 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Central-Coast-Family-History-Society/470973716399367?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
mailto:admin@centralcoastfhs.org.au


 

BOOK REVIEW S  
 

 
The SPIRIT of the DIGGER 

Then and Now 

Author: Patrick Lindsay, Journalist. 

 

This book was first published in 2003. 

ñIn many ways the Digger is a study in contradictions: 

he doesnôt crave war yet he will fight with unequalled 

ferocity; he hates spit and polish but will hold his 

discipline under the most trying conditions; he is tough 

yet compassionate; he hates his enemy until he 

surrenders, then he is generous in victory; he despises 

histrionics but will cry unashamedly at the loss of a 

mateééò 

The book begins with a Prologue, ñThe Bali 

Experienceò, Kuta Beach, 2002. The author had begun 

his research for this book when the Bali bombing of 

October, 2002 happened. As he watched the shocking 

television images and stories so many of us saw and 

heard, he was struck by the spirit of the Digger being 

played out before his eyes. 

The Prologue concludes, that ñall Australians have the spirit of the Digger within 

them. In times of crisisé.terrorism, bushfires, floods, accidents, disasters, 

conflictséé.the spirit shines through. Itôs a spirit we must cherish.ò 

The book chapters work through subjects such as ñDiggerôs Talkò and characteristics 

of the Digger. Mateship, courage, compassion, endurance, and selflessness were each 

explored as underlying values of the Digger.  The chapter, ñTodayôs Diggerò, looks at 

our Diggers in Timor.  

ñThe Originsò deals with the early beginnings of the colony and the birth of modern 

Australia. The following chapter is entitled ñGallipoli: The spirit of Anzacò. From the 

Gallipoli experience the Australian Army had a distinctive character and style of its 

own. Chapter five is entitled ñShelled to hellò, covering the battles of the Western 

Front. 

The Spirit of the Digger works through the wars Australia has been involved in, as 

well as our Peace Keeping efforts. 

This book concludes with an Epilogue followed by an excellent section of End Notes. 

The End Notes would be of great assistance to researchers or anyone wishing to 

expand their knowledge and understanding. There is a Bibliography and a 

comprehensive Index. 
 

 



A LONG WAY HOME  
One POWôs story of escape and evasion during World War II. 

Author: Charles Grandquist.  
 

From the back cover of the book-- 

ñThe scariest part of this escaping caper was the point of 

re-capture. Staring down the barrels of a number of rifles 

and wondering whether some nervous and trigger-happy 

German might tighten his finger, was to say the very least, 

discomforting.ò 

Charles Grandquist was the ñson of a World War 1 veteran. 

Charles Grandquist was 17 when war was declared with 

Germany in 1939. He lied about his age, joined the infantry 

and was sent to the Middle East. Like so many other young 

men at the time, Charles did not really know what to expect.  

His only thought was to do his duty and serve his country. 

As he set sail from Australiaôs shores on board the 

Strathnaver he never contemplated that he would become a 

prisoner of war.ò 

The book covers Charlesô experience in North Africa and Greece before being 

captured by the Germans. There is a vivid description of his five escape attempts and 

his 196 days of solitary confinement. 

This book is a worthwhile read for those who wish to enhance their knowledge of 

World War II while, once again, demonstrating the mateship, spirit, persistence and 

determination that characterised the Australian Digger. 

This is not a large book (180 pages) it is an easy read, complete with photographs, 

maps and a citation. 
 

DESTINED TO LIVE.  
One Womanôs War, Life, Loves Remembered. 

Author: Sabina Wolanski with Diana Bagnall 

From the back cover- 

ñSabina Wolanski was just 12 years old when her home 

town in Poland was invaded by Nazis. In her diary, 

along with innocent adolescent longings, she recorded 

family and the startling story of her own survival.ò 

This is a story of a new life forged after the horrors of 

the war; of a life in a new country (Australia); the 

launch of a new business that came to be a success 

story in itself. 

This is the story of a remarkable life where the survivor 

questions her own survival.  The loss of her mother 

affected the remainder of her life in that she constantly 

sought love. 



 

There are confronting statistics e.g. 80% of Polish Jews were deported to Nazi 

concentration camps and died there. Sabina Wolanski was one of the 10% who 

survived.  

Many of you will remember in May of 2005, when Germany opened the Berlin 

Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe. Sabina was chosen to speak as the voice of 

the six million dead. Even though the holocaust took everything she valued, Sabina 

believed her experience taught her that hatred and discrimination are doomed to fail.  

For Sabina, her speech at the Memorial and her life experiences demonstrated the 

ability to survive, to love, and to live well. These were her greatest achievements of 

triumph over the evil of her early life. The speech she delivered at the opening of the 

Berlin Memorial is printed in the book.  

The book is written in the first person which emphasises the personal and courageous 

memoir this book is.  Family photographs are included in the book. The book 

concludes with a time-line of the life of Sabina Wolanski. 

Sabina featured on ñAustralian Storyò in 2011, just weeks before her death at the age 

of 84. The book concludes with a time-line of the life of Sabina Wolanski. 
 

 

 

 

THE WAR IN THE AIR.  
Edited by Alan Stephens. 

 

ñFrom the time aircraft became a weapon of war, airpower has been a controversial 

subject.ò 

This book reports on the proceedings of a conference held by the Royal Australian Air 

Force in March of 1991. The reports feature ñsome of the 

worldôs leading air power scholars and practitionersò.  

Combat power is evaluated from the First World War up to 

the Gulf War. 

This book provides an excellent review of combat power in 

war-time from 1914-1994. The controversial aspects of 

modern air power are debated by many well-qualified 

persons who contributed to the conference.  The reports are 

very analytical in style and for the enthusiast of wartime air 

power, the read is highly recommended. Each page is foot-

noted. 
 

 
 
Books reviewed by Sue Breckenridge. 
Purchased for our Library with a kind donation from Lindsay Watts. 
 



FAMILY STORIES 
 

 

 

 
Story of a Convict Ancestor - Frances LITTLE. 1811 -1859.  

Frances Little  was born to Archibald and Mary in 1811 in Bewcastle, Cumberland, England 

and baptised at Scots Kirk. Frances was a dairymaid/cook and needlewoman. She could not read 

or write.  

Her whole family received notoriety in the district when tried for ñreceiving stolen goodsò- as 

Reported in the Newcastle Journal 8th Jan 1836 and Carlisle Journal 9th Jan 1836 

 ñGANG of THIEVES AT HEXHAMò  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Frances , along with her 2 sisters were sentenced to 14 years transportation to NSW on 7th 

January 1836 and after spending time in Morpeth Gaol were sent per Elizabeth 5 leaving Downs 

on 23 April arriving 12 October 1836.   



 

Her father Archibald the Elder, and brother, Archibald the Younger  were transported 

per Lady Kennaway 2  also arriving in NSW on 12 October 1836. 

Alas, her mother  Mary  Little  was deemed unfit for transportation and was initially sent to 

Morpeth Gaol- several intercessions were made on her behalf due to her very poor health. She was 

54 years of age and suffering from Dropsy, inflammation of the tissues which would have caused 

severe pain. Her body would have most likely been swollen and filled with water and her liver 

affected. 

Frances was described, in the indent as 25 years old, R. Cath.? (actually, she and her family 

were all Protestant)  Single with 1 female child. 5 feet 5 and a half inches tall, ruddy and freckled 

complexion, brown hair and dark hazel eyes. She had a small mole on her right cheek, small mole 

left cheek, little finger R. hand crooked, scar on forefinger R. hand. 

Her crime was stealing a gold ring. She had no previous convictions, nor did her sisters. 

In all documentation, she and her 2 sisters, Elisabeth Little and Dinah Donathew are listed 

together. 

On arrival in the colony she was assigned to R. Crawford, Sydney, Principal Clerk, Colonial 

Secretaryôs Office. 

Frances  married William Childs  (free) previously a convict per Royal George 1828, after 

application was made on 21 June 1839 and approved on 25 June 1839. They were married by Rev. 

J.M. Garvie at the St. Andrews Presbyterian Cathedral in Sydney on 15 July 1839.   

William  had been given a ticket of leave on 15th Oct. 1833 and allowed to remain in the district of 

Camden. 

Due to his part in the apprehension and capture of a dangerous felon he was rewarded and given a 

grant of land east of Liverpool, at Moorebank, NSW. His  full pardon/ Certificate of Freedom 

came on 18th March 1835. 

They settled on this property known as Green Hills, near Moorebank, N.S.W. 

  

Childs farm Green Hills 

 

Crossing the ford near Child's farm 

 

 

 

After their marriage, Frances  gave birth to 8 

children,  which included two sets of twins. First 

William in 1841, then John 1843, Archibald 1844, 

Henry 1847, Mary Ann and Frances 1849, Sarah and 

George 1852.Her Conditional Pardon was granted in 

1845. 



France s, known as Fanny , died on 5th May 1854 at the age of 42. She is buried in the Pioneers 

Cemetery along with her husband William,  at Liverpool, NSW. 

 Liverpool Pioneers Park Cemetery. NSW 

 Her children went on to achieve a solid future for themselves and 

their families.  

One of Frances and Williamsô five sons Archibald Childs  (1845-

1929) was born and lived all of his life in the area of Moorebank, as 

did his son Albert James Childs  (1884-1970). 

Albert  was a noted identity of Chipping Norton/ Moorebank who 

managed the Moorebank Estate for the Church of England for over 

40 years. The Church inherited the Estate from Thomas Moore. 

Alber t married Eleanor Rouse , daughter of Boer War Veteran 

Capt. Rouse  in 1912 at Bondi, NSW. 

Alber t was also a Mayor of Liverpool and served as an Alderman on the Council for 27 years. Both 

Childs Road and Childs Park at Chipping Norton are named in his honour. 

He was also a renowned sportsman competing in wood chopping events at Easter Shows and local 

shows, a champion axeman, cricketer and foot racer. He was also a breeder of Australian Cattle 

Dogs. He joined the Australian Army and worked at the Army Remount Depot at Holsworthy, 

breaking in and training horses for the Australian Lighthorse, that were shipped to battlefronts in 

World  War 1. 

It is interesting to note that the year shown as Albert being an Alderman on the Council in the 

Municipality of Liverpool was  100 years from the year his grandmother  Frances 

Little  was sentenced  in Northumberland,  England for  14 years Transportatio n Beyond 

the Seas . I wonder if he knew that? 

Sadly,  it is unlikely that the Little family reconnected in the Colony ï none of them, except 

Archibald the Elder  could Read or Write, there would have been no correspondence. They were 

assigned to districts that were geographically distant, particularly at that time and all lived 

reasonably short lives here in the colony. 

Archibald the Elder  was 67 years of age when transported and from records was ñunfit for 

assignmentò, in Liverpool. He died in Penrith in 1849. 

Archibald the Younger  was assigned to John Lambs at St. Vincentôs. He married Margaret 

Dogherty aged 18, a female emigrant who arrived on the "Roslyn Castle" in Goulburn in 1842.   He 

is listed in the Convict indents as having been assigned and worked in Bungonia, Goulburn, 

Shoalhaven and St. Vincent districts. As he had experience as a farm labourer and was of 

impressive stature- over 6 feet in height, he would have been in demand. 

Archibald the Younger  died in Goulburn Hospital in 184 4, he was posthumously pardoned in 

1847. 

Elisabeth was assigned as a Government Servant in Port Macquarie, where she married. She was 

given a Conditional Pardon in 1842 and died soon after at the age of 24.She had very 

recently given birth to a son the same year. 

https://www.ourfamilypast.com/article/topic/9574/haa007-references-frances-little-and-gang-thieves


 

Dinah Donathew  was assigned to Mrs Waldron in the Illawarra region and no further records 

have been found, for her, nor about her 2 children.  

Mary Little  remained in England alone, very unwell and even though petitions were made on her 

behalf continued her very difficult existence without her family until her death.       
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WASHING DAY IN THE OLD SLAB HUT.  
Published as a Readerôs story, Australian Womenôs Weekly 1977. 

Author George Jamesé. The father of an early member. 

 
The alarm went and it was time to crawl out of bed and start the dayôs work. Before an early 

cup of tea in the kitchen Dad had fed the horses, brother Les had things ready for milking, 

and I had caught my pony and brought in the milking cows and the horse that pulled our 

slice. Then, while we were milking and separating the cream Mum would strip the beds, and 

collect all dirty clothes and soak them, and cook breakfast; a large steak for each, two eggs, 

and fried left over vegetables as well as a steaming plate of rolled oats. 

Normally it them would have been time to go to school, but today was washing day. 

We were share farmers on a mixed farm in Burragorang Valley, NSW. The year was 1923, 

there was a bad drought, and we had to carry water from the river in a cask on the slide. The 

river was used for everything that would save our tank water for drinking, including baths 

for Mother and my sister. My father, brother and myself bathed in the river. Anyway, I 

didnôt mind when Dad said I had to stay home from school. Being 11 and a half I was 

supposed to be able to do a manôs work. 

But anything was better than sitting in school. I harnessed Old Doll, our quietest horse, for 

the slide and soon was on my way to the river. 

Dad, an axe on his shoulder, went to cut river oak branches. These leaves were the only feed 

the cattle had. He told me where to look if he didnôt turn up for dinner, for he had to climb 

the trees and could fall from a rotten limb. Mum wanted me to hurry and soon I was past the 

cricket pitch and the old church, so eaten by white ants you could push your finger in almost 

anywhere. 

Once at the river I filled the cask two-thirds full- any more would have spilt on the way back. 

In the distance I could see the cattle eating the leaves as Dad cut down the trees. 
When I got home Mum had already chopped enough firewood to start the wash-house fire. 

The clothes were soaking in the wooden tubs after a preliminary wash and scrub.  



We put them in four kerosene tins that hung on a beam across the fireplace chimney in 

which, high up, two sides of cured pig were being smoked to make delicious bacon. 

The wash-house was a slab building with an iron roof and an earth floor kept hard by 

frequent sweeping. The heat of the fire and the sun beating on the roof turned it into an oven. 

I kept prodding the clothes in the tins so they would not boil over, then helped Mum lift and 

empty them into the tubs, Mum warning me to be careful and not scald myself. 

She scrubbed the clothes again on the old-fashioned corrugated board and I helped her wring 

them by hand. Mum 

always proved 

stronger than me, a 

blow to my self-

esteem. 

By the time I had 

helped her carry the 

washing out to the 

clothes line a 

second lot of four 

tins would be 

boiling on the fire. 

In all we did 16 tins, 

but this was a light 

morningôs wash for 

those days. 

When Mum 

finished washing she hurried away to cook Dadôs dinner, saying the poor man would need a 

good meal ñafter working so hard all morningò. 

I thought of Mum, rubbing and scrubbing in that hellhole of a wash house, her face red as 

fire, perspiration pouring off her. What did she think was hard work? 

Dad would find time to have a swim in the river and freshen up. She still had the ironing to 

do with the old fashioned iron, heated on the fuel stove. 

Dad came home and she passed him his dinner ñyou look tired, dear,ò she said. 

I looked at her tired face and at Dadôs -bright, cheerful and refreshed from a swim. I could 

not understand women then, and now 54 years later they a still a mystery to me. Mum still 

had to bake the bread for the next couple of days, set the yeast with lemon for the following 

batch of bread, cook tea, the big meal of the day, and iron while waiting for it to cook. 

I can still taste the home-cured bacon and fresh farm eggs Mum used to give us, and the 

home-made bread with home-made jam or honey; and as much butter, cream or milk as you 

wished. 

After tea, we kids washed up but Mum continued with her ironing and when we went to bed 

she was still going strong. From four in the morning until ten at night was Mumôs washing 

day. 

 

George JAMES. 

 

 

 

 



 

Brisbane Water District 

Deaths World War 1 ï 1916 
 

 

 

 

Name Date of Death Cause of Death 
Banks-Arthur Thomas 1916-Jan 11 KIA  

Murphy-Andrew Arthur 1916-Feb 02 D of Injury-Ceylon 

McGrath-Thomas Francis 1916-Feb 20 D of Injury-Gosford Rail 

OôToole-Austin Stanley 1916-May 12 DOW 

Murphine-Oscar Dinley 1916-May 22 KIA  

McMillian-Vivian Ernest 1916-Jun 05 KIA  

Grey-Herbert Edward 1916-Jun 21 DOW 

Weaver-George William 1916-Jul 18 DOIL Melbourne Vic 

Potter-Walter Ernest 1916-Jul 19 KIA  

Weiss-Frederick Alfred 1916-Jul 19 KIA  

Church-Chester 1916-Jul 20 KIA  

Wright-Clarence William 1916-Jul 23 KIA  

Hastings-William George 1916-Jul 24 KIA  

Matheson-Frederick Hugh 1916-Jul 24 KIA  

Richardson-Victor John 1916-Jul 24 DOW 

Dickinson-John William (Jack) 1916-Jul 25 KIA  

Searle-Victor 1916-Jul 26 KIA  

Tynan-Leslie David (DMC) 1916-Jul 26 KIA  

Walmsley-Cecil Carrington 1916-Jul 26 KIA  

Weir-James Stuart Duncan 1916-Jul 26 KIA  

Hodge-William Henry 1916-Jul 27 KIA  

Whitpaine-Cleveland 1916-Jul 29 KIA  

Peel-Harry 1916-Aug 04 DOW 

Egan-Joseph John 1916-Aug 06 KIA  

Burns-Ralph W 1916-Aug 07  KIA  

Martin-Cyril Henry 1916-Aug 08 DOW 

McKenna-Victor Herman 1916-Aug 08 KIA  

Rose-Amos Thomas 1916-Aug 13 DOIL 

Young-William Cecil 1916-Aug 15 DOW 

Cunningham-James 1916-Aug 17 KIA  

Hall-Andrew Robert 1916-Aug 29 KIA  

Pemberton-Roy Torrens 

Michael 

1916-Nov 14 KIA  

Tonkin-Leslie George 1916-Nov 14 KIA  

Hall-William 1916-Nov 15 KIA  

Manefield-Arthur 1916-Nov 15 DOW 

Le Gray-Richard Hubert 1916-Dec 16 DOIL 

Fagan-Patrick Joseph 1916-Dec 21 KIA  

Love-Clifford Vernon 1916-Dec 24 KIA  

Atkins-Alfred Stanley 1916-Dec 27 DOIL 

Draper-Charles McKenny 1916-Sep 5-6 KIA  



Frederick Alfred W EISS 
Frederick was born at Anna Bay, Port Stephens 
(NSW BDM registered at Raymond Terrace 
1892/30457) the second child and first son of 
Walter Herbert and Amy Selina Weiss (nee 
"ÌÁÎÃÈɊȟ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÏÆ Ȱ4ÈÅ 2ÅÔÒÅÁÔȱ %ÒÉÎÁȢ 7ÁÌÔÅÒ 
was teaching at the Public School Erina, via 
Gosford NSW, when Frederick enlisted.  
Walter moved his wife and family of nine 
children to the Coast as late as 1914. Probably 
at the end of the school year from Singleton 

×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÉÎÃÅ ρψωτȢ 'ÒÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ &ÒÅÄÅÒÉÃËȭÓ ÂÉÒÔÈÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÂÏÔÈ ÒÅÇÉÓtered in 
Raymond Terrace. Erle, Hector, Amy, Walter, Lorna, Harry and Howard all being 
registered in Singleton. Fred attended Glendon Brook Public School (Singleton) NSW.  
&ÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒÓȭ ÆÏÏÔÓÔÅÐÓ &ÒÅÄ ×ÁÓ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÁÓ ÁÎ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÁÔ 7ÅÓÔ 
Wyalong before enlisting on 25 Jul 1915 at Liverpool, aged 22.  
An article in the Gosford Times dated 22 Oct 1915 details the send-off and gifts 
presented to Fred prior to his departure for the front.  
He is described as being 5 feet 2 ½ inches tall, weighing 133lbs, Chest 33-35 inches, 
with a fair complexion, eyes hazel and with brown hair. No distinctive marks e.g. scars 
or tattoo. Religion Methodist, Marital Status, Single, Rank on Enlistment; Private.  
Assigned to 4th Battalion, 13th Reinforcement, Fred then embarked Sydney on board 
(-!4 Ȱ"ÁÌÌÁÒÁÔȱȟ ÂÕÔ ÄÉÓÅÍÂÁÒËÅÄ ÁÔ -ÅÌÂÏÕÒÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ "ÁÓÅ (ÏÓÐÉÔÁÌ 
suffering with Measles (8 Sept 1915) Re-embarked with  to 11/4th Battalion 
regimental number 2932 reassigned 3578   
16 Feb 1916, Zeitoun -Allotted to 53rd Battalion.  
19 Feb 1916, Tel-el-Kebir- Taken on strength into the 53rd Battalion.  
9 April 1916, Ismailia - Re-allotted Regimental Number 3578A  
19 June 1916, Alexandria ɀ %ÍÂÁÒËÅÄ ÔÈÅ Ȱ2ÏÙÁÌ 'ÅÏÒÇÅȱ   
28 June 1916, Disembarked Marseilles.  
19 July 1916, Posted as Missing In Action, France  
2 Sept 1916-Court of Enquiry- 3578 Pte F A Weiss KIA Battle of Fromelles France 19 Jul 
1916  
 Red Cross reports from members of 53rd Battalion (No 4901 Pvt W E Board) stating 
Ȱ$ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÁÔÔÁÃË ÁÔ &ÌÅÕÒÂÁÉØ we saw Weiss at a distance of a few yards, shot in the 
ÓÔÏÍÁÃÈȟ ÄÒÏÐÐÉÎÇ Á ÆÅ× ÙÁÒÄÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÐÁÒÁÐÅÔ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÔÒÅÎÃÈ ÏÎ ÏÕÔÅÒ ÅÄÇÅ ÏÆ ȰÏÕÒȱ ×ÉÒÅȢ 
The eÎÅÍÙȭÓ ÈÉÇÈ ÅØÐÌÏÓÉÖÅ ÓÈÅÌÌÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÈÅÁÖÙ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ÂÕÒÉÅÄ ÏÒ ÂÌÅ× 7ÅÉÓÓ 
ÔÏ ÁÔÏÍÓȢȱ  
There is no Known Grave for Fred Weiss but he is acknowledged.   
Commemoration details V.V. Corner (No 9), Australian Cemetery France  
Australian War Memorial Panel No, 158 Roll of Honour  
&ÒÅÄȭÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ 7ÁÌÔÅÒ ×ÒÏÔÅ ÔÏ 6ÉÃÔÏÒÉÁ "ÁÒÒÁÃËÓ ψ !ÕÇ ρωςρ-still trying to gather details 
as to where Fred might be buried, he had sort out other men from the 53rd for any 
possible information he could pass on the authorities which would assist in the finding 
of his ÓÏÎȭÓ body.  



 

!Ó &ÒÅÄȭÓ ÂÏÄÙ ÈÁÄ ÎÏÔ ÂÅÅÎ ÒÅÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÎÏ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ effects to return to the 
family.  
Walter H Weiss signed the receipt for &ÒÅÄȭÓȭ 6ÉÃÔÏÒÙ -ÅÄÁÌ ÏÎ ρςÔÈ &ÅÂ ρωςσ ÁÎÄ 
Memorial Plaque on 19th Sept 1923 (1914-15 Star-14426, British War Medal-21236, 
Victory Medal-21160. Memorial Plaque & Scroll-330179.  
The WeÉÓÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȭÓ ÈÅÁÒÔÁÃÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÖÅÒ &ÒÅÄȭÓ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒȟ .ÏȢ ρρρτχ !ÃÔÉÎÇ 
Bombardier Erle Victor Weiss, 1st Field Artillery Brigade, was Killed In Action on 9 Aug 
1918.  
&ÒÅÄ ÁÎÄ %ÁÒÌȭÓ ÎÁÍÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÐÌÁÃÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ (ÏÎÏÕÒ "ÏÁÒÄ ÁÔ %ÒÉÎÁ (ÅÉÇÈÔÓ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ 
and the Erina War Memorial (now in the grounds of the Salvation Army Complex 
Erina).  
Amy Selina Weiss aged 52 yrs. died at Waverly Hospital 13 July 1925  
&ÒÅÄȭÓ ÙÏÕÎÇÅÒ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ (ÁÒÒÙ "ÌÁÎÃÈ 7ÅÉÓÓ .8 σφτψσ ÄÉÅÄ ÏÆ ÉÌÌÎÅÓÓ ÁÓ Á 0/7 ÉÎ 
Thailand on 30 Sept 1943  
Walter Herbert Weiss aged 86 yrs. died Singleton Hospital 2 Nov 1955.    
Australian War Memorial  
National Library of Australia-Trove Newspaper SMH and Gosford Times  
NSW Birth, Deaths, Marriages  
National Archive of Australia-WW1 Service Records 
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WHATôS IN A NAME? 

 
My Middleton grandmother died when I was 11 years old. We didnôt have living 

grandfathers or so we were told....both had been killed in the First World War ...but their 

pictures hung on the wall in the best room. Edward, my motherôs father, was resplendent in 

his Royal Army Medical Corp uniform and Ernest, my fatherôs father looked smart in his 

civilian clothes and sporting a fine moustache. 

 
It was when my father died (I was 37) that Ernest`s picture came off the wall-- never to be 

seen again. My Mother was reluctant to speak of my fatherôs family, telling me ñto leave 

well aloneò. This I did until she too passed away in 1995. 

You can imagine the shock I had when I applied and received my fatherôs birth certificate!! 

Although it had been considerably altered (legally), he had originally been registered with 

another fatherôs name ï it was Ernest but not Middleton. This was altered two years later to 

Hugh Middleton. However it was Ernest whose picture was on the wall all those yearsé for 

he was always referred to as such... no picture exists of Hugh but it is Hughôs name that I 

bore. 

 
And so my search began (dare I say in Earnest!!).  My Nan was always Mrs Middleton... and 

died in 1951. There is no trace of a divorce...but so many archives were lost in WW2é.it is 

unlikely as she was Catholic. Hugh did not die young or remarry. They had married in 1902 

and in 1903 Alfred Hugh was born ï their only child. 



From the left, Kateôs full blood uncle, Nan (Alice) and Daniel. (Kateôs father) 

 The marriage did not last for long as by the time of the 1911 census Alice (my Nan) was 

living with the man who was my fatherôs biological father, Ernest. They also had a daughter 

Kathleen born 1906 and eventually another daughter born in 1912. Ernest was killed at the 

Somme in 1915 and Hugh died in London in 1943. 
 
There is no record that I can find of Hugh having served in the Military in WW. I can only 

presume that he was unfit or employed in essential war work. Itôs a strange quirk of fate that 

both he and my father would be employed at the outbreak of WW2 at the Woolwich Arsenal, 

which was the largest armour making factory in the south of England. I wonder if they met?? 
 
Hugh had a sister Edith Maud who married John Goddard Samuel Sewell, and Hugh lived 

with them prior to his own marriage to Alice Quinlan in 1902. Hughôs father had remarried 

after the death of their mother Emily in 1894. Edith would remain in the East End of London 

for the rest of her life and died in Stepney 1944. 

For many years Edith, John and their familyé John, Horace and Gladys Maud lived in 

Stepney London. Their home was almost opposite the London Hospital where her brother 

died. I do hope that they had remained in contact during those long years. It seems sad that 

both Hugh and Alice would spend the rest of their lives alone and only a few minutes away 

from each other. We as a family never heard his name spoken, or that he even existed. 

Happily, my father had a very close friendship with both his brother Alfred Hugh and sister 

Honora that lasted all their lives. 
 
All of Aliceôs children 

survived the war, married and 

provided grandchildren that 

bore the Middleton name; 

Alfred Hugh had 3 sons and 1 

daughter ï they are the true 

Middletonôs and of your 

ancestral family line.  

 

We, the children of Daniel 

Malcolm perpetuate the name 

without being of the blood!!  

I have 3 brothers who have 

five sons between them. 
My Mother was right ñyou 

never know ï and may not like ï what you findò but it is not for us to judge. It was their 

story, and their lives ï and I am who I am.  
 
Kate Middleton BARTLETT. August 2016 

 

Editorôs Note. Kate contacted me through Ancestry.com as Hugh Middleton is part of my 

Family History. She was keen that I know the true story. 
 

 

 


