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Welcome to the December 2020 e-Muster.  

Free remote access to Ancestry via Central Coast Library 

will continue until at least 31 December, 2020, when it 

will be reviewed. You must be a member of the Library 

and access via the member services section of the online 

catalogue. 

Thank you so much to the contributors who have provided 

articles in this latest issue of the e-Muster for our 

enjoyment and interest .If you have a story you would like 

to share in our next e-Muster please put pen to paper, we 

would love to hear from you! 

Merry Christmas to our Members, and to your families, 
we wish you a safe and very Happy New Year. 

Heather Yates. Editor. 
 
 

 
 
 

Welcome readers to the December edition of the e-Muster. This edition is in 

response to the challenging year we have all been experiencing and shows 

how members have been dealing with COVID-19 and isolation. These 

intriguing articles demonstrate the impact of the lock-down requirements due 

to Covid-19 and fortunately are now being relaxed. Perhaps these articles are 

a welcome reflection. You may also like to visit previous e-Muter issues for 

an unread article, all found on our Website. If you still have time on your 

hands put pen to paper or fingers to the keypad and start your story for the 

next issue in 2021. Remember to keep in contact with your family and 

friends, send them a link to the e-Muster to read. 

Looking forward to a very positive 2021 with more enlightening articles. 

Wishing all a very safe Festive Season. Merry Christmas and a Happier New 

Year! 

 

Enjoy Reading, 

Paul Schipp 

CCFHS Inc. President. 

EDITORIAL  

PRESIDENTS REPORT ɀ PAUL SCHIPP 



 

 

 
 
 
We wish to extend a very warm welcome to our new and returned 
members. We hope they have many happy researching and social hours 
×ÉÔÈ ÕÓȢ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÏ ÌÏÄÇÅ ÙÏÕÒ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓȭ )ÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ form with 
Bennie Campbell for inclusion on the Website. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

For our members: New Parramatta Female Fa ctory website and Facebook page  
  

Dear Family History Societies and Genealogical Organisations,  
  

For your members interest and anyone who has female convicts or female factory 
ancestors you might find my new website and Facebook page useful. This is just 

the beginning... so many stories relating to our amazing Australian history 
connect to the Parramatta Female Factory to be shared.  

  
https://parramatta - female - factory -her -story -our -story.com  

  
https://www.facebook.com/parramattafemalefactoryourhistory  

  
If  you have  enquiries you can call me on 0447189137.  

I look forward to hearing from you.  

  

Gay Hendriksen. 
Founding Partner  
The Rowan Tree Heritage and Cultural Services 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

2126 Janelle Ridgeway 2130 Sharon Fewings 
2127 Kay Podmore 2131 Christine Desmond 
2128 Sandra Stevenson 2132 Peta Baigent 
2129 Jan Harding 2133 Lynette Baggs 

NEW MEMBERS 

LATEST NEWS 



 

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/whats -on 

 
Public programs and learning activities will continue to 

be delivered online for the time being.  

Use the link above to see what's on. 

https://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/research -and-collections/researching-home 

https://www.rahs.org.au/rahs-

news/ 

 
The RAHS website link above 

will enable you to have many 

hours of interesting reading and a huge amount 

of information where there will be sure to be 

something to grab your attention.  

Give it a go!! 

 

 

 

Due to COVID-19 changes at 

C.C.F.H.S as follows:- 
¶ General Meetings ; Saturdays 1:00 ɀ 3:00 pm. (now bi monthly)  

¶ 5th December 2020. Christmas lunch at Alison Homestead. Book at the Centre 

¶ Research Centre closed for Summer Holidays. (Usual Practice) 

¶ Friday, 11th December 2020, last day opened for researchers. 

¶ Tuesday, 19th January 2021, first day opened for researchers. 



 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

 
 
 
 
 
A Gold coin donation is gratefully received when attending the 
Research Centre to assist in offsetting the cost of online 
subscription sites.  A Day Research fee for Non-Members  is $10. 
 
All Saturday workshops will incur a fee of $10 for members unless 
otherwise stipulated and must be paid for prior to the day. 
 
OUR MEMBERSHIP FORM is available to download from the website. 
&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÐÁÇÅ ÃÌÉÃË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ȣÒÅÁÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ Tab under 
Membership on the banner and all will be revealed.   
Remember the website is www.centralcoastfhs.org.au 
 
Please read the two additional questions on your membership form 
regarding the Rotary Raffle to the value of $10.00and/or  a once per year 
donation of $10.00 to the Equipment Maintenance Fund.  
You can choose to collect the Tickets from the Centre or send in a 
stamped addressed envelope and we will post them to you. 
 
 

 
Next Issue 

 
No. 29 April  2021 e-Muster  

Deadline for articles for the April  edition of the Muster  
20th March, 2021. 

 

 
 
 

http://www.centralcoastfhs.org.au/


 

 

BOOK REVIEW S 
 
 
 

STRENGTH OF SPIRIT 

 Pioneering Women of Achievement from First Fleet to Federation.  
Author: Susanna De Vries, Millennium Books 

(imprint of E.J. Dwyer [Aust] Pty Ltd NSW, 

1995.   

 

The lives of 20 extraordinary women examined 

in absorbing detail.  

The following are included:- 

Mary Reiby, Esther Johnston, Charlotte Atkinson 

and Caroline Louisa Atkinson,  

Frances Leonora Macleay, Caroline Chisholm.  

Walyer, Truganini and Fanny Cochrane Smith 

(three remarkable Aboriginal women), 

Georgiana Molloy, Georgiana McCrae,  

Louisa Meredith, Ann Caldwell, 

Mary McConnel, Elizabeth Macarthur,  

Emily Macarthur and Elizabeth Macarthur 

Onslow (three generations),  

Mary Penfold, Mary Watson and Sister Lucy 

Osborn.  

Chronology included from 1788 to 1901.  Indexed.   

Lavishly illustrated with paintings and photographs, many from private collections.  

The book aims to better honour these heroic women from our past who succeeded in 

their chosen field.  Good reading. 

 

Reviewed by Gwen DUNDON Member 134 

 

 

PERMANENT ADDRESSES, Australians Down Under. 
 

What a fascinating title for the fifteenth book by R. 

Brasch, Doctor Rudolph Brasch.  This volume contains 

stories of tragedy, bravery, romance, humour and the 

bizarre in 35 fascinating chapters.   

 

Dr. Brasch and his wife visited places all over 

Australia seeking the addresses of people who played ï 

sometimes without little recognition ï a part in 

Australian history.  This book is indeed a history book, 

with such unique sources and references.  



 

 

The Henry Kendall story in Chapter 23 is of particular interest to us locals.  

 

After such a productive literary life, sadly overshadowed by sickness, financial upsets 

and breakdowns, he died in Sydney on 1 Aug 1882 aged 43.  Kendall was buried in 

Waverley cemetery.  

Do you know the facts behind his easily recognised Henry Kendall memorial?    

Kendallôs literary work was much admired by Louisa, Henry Lawsonôs mother. She 

herself was a writer and recognised also for her concerns and agitation for Womensô 

rights. 

In 1883, a year after Kendallôs death, Louisa moved her children to Sydney. 

She was so upset and disgusted by the uncared for state of Kendallôs sinking and 

disreputable grave that she was moved to action.  Having little money herself she saved 

to buy the ground around Kendallôs grave to make room for a future memorial worthy 

of the man. 

Before this was ever erected on Kendallôs grave, community awareness and action 

resulted in Kendallôs remains being removed from his humble grave and reinterred to a 

prominent site higher up with a truly monumental memorial. 

Kendallôs grave, was still owned by the Lawsons, and was the site used forty years later 

when Henry Lawson died on 2 Sept 1922.  

Lawson was given a state funeral, yet his last resting place is simple in comparison to 

Kendallôs memorial. This is rather a unique relationship of two Australians Down 

Under, linked by their permanent addresses in Waverley Cemetery. 
 

 

 

 

 

                                    

Kendallôs                                        
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Reviewed by Marlene DAVIDSON Member 327L 

 

 

  



 

 

Tales from the Rainforest.   
History and Heritage on the NSW Central Coast 

  

Tascott author Mr Peter Fisher has launched his new 
book Tales from the Rainforest at Henry Kendall 
Cottage, West Gosford, on November 14 2020. 

This book examines the various rainforest pockets 
and gullies found on the Central Coast, NSW and at 
the same time tells about the histories of the areas 
and what is left there to be found today from these 
past eras.  

He writes about local reserves like Dillonôs Farm near 
Woy Woy tip, Somersby Falls, Waterfall Bay, 
Kendallôs Rock, Katandra Reserve, and the Forest of 
Tranquillity. 

Somersby Falls has a long history of live-in caretakers 
dating back to the 1800s, with Piles Creek named 
after the first caretakers, Henry and Annie Piles. 

 

It also introduces to the layperson what an Australian rainforest is, some of the flora and 
fauna to be found there and how it was used by the early Europeans, and, well before that, 
by the Aboriginal population. The book features many illustrations, photos and historic 
postcards, of which at least 300 are in full colour. Several maps are featured to aid the reader 
in going out and visiting the sites. 
 
About the author (2020) 

 

This Book has been written by retired teacher Peter 
Fisher, who has lived on the Central Coast since 1987.  

He lives adjacent to one of the many unnamed waterfalls 
and rainforest gullies found on the Central Coast, and his 
interest in rainforests and gardening grew as he realised 
the significance of this rainforest. 

 

  

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Does lightning strike in the same place more than once? 

 
Yes I now think it does! 

You may or may not remember awhile back I related in the Muster the story of my 

finding a photograph hidden behind another in a frame inherited from my mother.  

Well itôs happened again! Not once but twice. 

 

In April last year while on our way to a funeral in Canberra, we called in to see my 

cousin (Fatherôs side of the family). After enjoying a cuppa and chat she produced 

a portrait photograph of a young man. 

She had discovered the photo, hidden behind a velvet cushion, which had been 

framed by her grandmother. Iôm sure you all remember those velvet cushion 

covers, usually a souvenir of some place with silver or gold paint, not my or my 

cousinôs preferred d®cor. Anyway, she had decided to remove the offending fabric 

and reuse the lovely old frame. 

Much to her surprise the piece of cardboard backing the frame, when turned over, 

revealed the previously mentioned young man. Who was he? She didnôt know, but 

suspected I would.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLES from our  MEMBERS  



 

 

 

Luckily I did, he was my Uncle and her Great Uncle. I had never seen this 

particular photo before and knew only the most basic of facts relating to him. 

 

His name was Frederick Leonard Bede Hines, second of four sons born to Peter 

James Hines and his wife, Louisa nee Collis. Len was born in 1897 in Canowindra, 

New South Wales. 

 He was a farm labourer at Woodstock. When he tried to enlist in WW1 at Bathurst 

in 1916, aged 19 years, he was described as 5 foot 7 inches, and a single man. He 

was rejected, being declared unfit for service due to a deformity of the left 

shoulder.  

Len and Pearl Jane Bunting married the following year at St Johnôs Church of 

England, Cowra. They had three children, before Len died at Carcoar on 25 

November 1924. The cause of death was listed as Blood Poisoning. Len was buried 

at Lyndhurst Cemetery where many other members of the Hines family found their 

final rest. 

How lucky was I to be given this lovely and unexpected photograph. Len is sitting 

on the sideboard in my family room, waiting patiently for me to find a suitable 

frame. 

 

Round Three 

Back in February 2020, you remember those days before Covid-19 when we were 

all innocent and blissfully unaware of the trials to come. We hosted a wonderful 

event óColonial Cuisineô what a hectic weekend.  

I had received news on the Friday evening I had not one, but two elderly brothers 

in hospital, one in Eden (my motherôs son from her first marriage) and the other at 

West Wyalong (fatherôs son by his first marriage). 

Then on the Saturday, news arrived my nephew was also hospitalised, great and 

only about 7 hours travelling time between them, but different directions. The 

brother in Eden was failing fast, so decision made.  

Unfortunately he did not survive and my husband and I spent the next few weeks 

on a steep learning curve, dealing with all the usual things associated with the 

passing of a loved one.  

As requested he did not have a funeral as such, but was cremated privately, there 

were no notices placed in newspapers or any other media. This appears to be 

common practice these days, which is going to impact greatly on future 

generations of Family Historians.  

As per his request his remains will be interred with those of his father in the 

Bombala Cemetery (he is at present waiting patiently in my lounge room along 

with the brass plaque with all relevant dates and information). These will be 

attached to the grave when we eventually manage to travel and co- ordinate family 

for the event. 

While clearing out his house, my husband discovered a large framed photograph of 

my brother as a baby, which had fallen behind a cupboard in one of the bedrooms. 

The photo and frame (which was a match to the one housing my Grandmother 

appeared in good condition for its 83 years. 



 

 

However there appeared to be mould on the inside of the curved glass covering the 

photo, the whole house was suffering badly from this affliction. My husband 

decided to remove the photo and clean the glass before bringing it home.  

 

Considering our past record of discoveries he joked and said ñI bet thereôs another 

photo behind hereò ñNot likelyò says I. Boy, was my face red when he removed the 

backing to reveal a beautiful bride! Incredulous, hardly describes our reaction. 

Who on earth was she?  

OK.. So put on the Miss Marple hat and figure this out. She was standing alone, I 

thought by her dress 1920ôs, had to be related to us somehow. Who in the family 

married in the 1920ôs or early 30ôs, consulting my family tree it could be only two 

women.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First candidate was Clarice Sarah Elliott, sister of my motherôs first husband 

Austin Hedley Elliott. Clarice married Mums brother Gerald Oswell Atkins in 

Bombala on 14 Jun 1927, (small town, gene pool not large).  

I searched Trove and found the report of their wedding, bouquet and dress 

description did not match.  



 

 

Moving on to candidate number two Olive Emily Elliott, sister of both Clarice and 

Austin Elliott. Olive aka Polly, married 23 May 1928 in Bungendore. 

I took my findings to cousin (daughter of Clarice and Gerald) who confirmed ñYes 

thatôs Aunt Pollyò. Mystery solved!  

Coincidentally Aunt Pollyôs daughter Erica died two days before my brother, 

Austin Terence Elliott (known as Terry). 

 

Aunty Polly now lives on my wall next to her brother (aka Bumper). 

Is it only my family who has to give everyone an alternate name, myself included? 

 

Bennie (Benalyn) CAMPBELL Member 901 
 

 

 

THE PITFA LLS OF SECONDARY SOURCES  

IN FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH  

 
 How lucky we are these days to have such a great resource as the National Library of 

Australiaôs Trove website.  Happy hours can be spent at home consulting many 

newspapers of the past from all around Australia.  Itôs so much easier than my early 

experiences of taking the train to Sydney to spend time at the State Library consulting 

bulky volumes brought up from the bowels of the earth after a lengthy wait. 

Later came the happy advent of microfilmed newspapers. 

When talking years ago to an old lady about some local happening of the past, I 

expressed surprise at some of the details.  

 ñOh, it must be trueò she said, ñIt was printed in the paper!ò  

 

Recently I had occasion to look up the 1938 death of Joseph Fagan, youngest child and 

last surviving member of the large pioneering family of Point Clare and West Gosford. 

His father Peter Fagan came to Sydney as a convict from Ireland on the Lord Sidmouth 

of 1821 with a 7 years sentence. He worked hard to gain his release, obtained a land 

grant at Brisbane Water and became a man of substance who was well thought of 

everywhere until his death in 1876. 

 

Joseph John Fagan was nicknamed ñthe Colonelò because of his white goatee beard and 

upright stance.  Like all his siblings except one brother (George Lamb Fagan who wed 

Agnes, a daughter of John Baptist of Redfern, Sydney), he did not marry and died in 

Roma Private Hospital at Gosford on 19 August 1938.  Prior to his death he had lived in 

the townôs Union Hotel for some years, having sold the dilapidated c.1838 stone family 

home Cooranbean at West Gosford (now known as Henry Kendall Cottage, part of the 

museum complex conducted by Brisbane Water Historical Society.) 

 

To look for items about Josephôs passing; I went to Trove and found many small articles 

in newspapers ranging from the Sun (Sydney) and the Sydney Morning Herald to papers 

at Maitland and Cessnock, various towns of the northern rivers of NSW, and even 

Queensland.   



 

 

There was an amazing amount of ñfleshing 

outò in the reworking of the original faulty 

Sydney reports by papers further afield. 

For instance:  all followed the first Sydney 

reports which named the deceased as John 

Joseph Fagan, but Births, Deaths and 

Marriages NSW has his correct name as 

Joseph John.  Each article then referred to 

him throughout as ñJohn Faganò including 

one instance in a headline.  He was a 

worthy subject, first because of the age 

quoted, 97 years, and because of his close 

friendship with poet Henry Kendall, the 

race horses the family owned, and for 

carrying early horseback mails from 

Sydney to Gosford. He was one of the 

oldest JPs in NSW. 

 

Joe, as he was popularly called by everyone, who knew him, was born in 1847 (BDMs) 

so he was some years short of the given age of 96 in 1938. 

ñWhen he was only 14 he started the first mail service between the metropolis and 

Gosford over bush tracksò.  No, it was his father Peter Fagan who had early contracts, 

but he introduced one or more sons to the bridle track over the hills. (Original GPO 

Archives). 

The various articles mentioned his true part in the Fagan familyôs great love of fine 

horseflesh. The Fagans entered their horses in many racing events, and George Fagan 

was a major owner in Ascot Racecourse, Sydney. Some of the brothers were involved in 

the timber business and shipping in Sydney and at the settlement now called Kendall on 

the Camden Haven River, NSW, where they gave Henry Kendall a job as book-keeper 

in their mill store. 

Joe Fagan was a popular speaker at Pioneer Dinners. These were held in Gosford and 

Wyong from about 1915, and his reminiscences were written up in the Gosford Times 

newspaper.   

The most astonishing error in items about his death concerned a terrible tragedy at Peter 

Faganôs home Cooranbean in 1865.  A garbled version of what had happened appeared 

in at least two Sydney news sheets in 1938 and formed the basis for items written by 

those in far places who picked them up and rewrote them: 

 

CYANIDE IN CAKE   Mr. Faganôs mother and two brothers died when the mother 

made a cake for the family and by accident used cyanide instead of bicarbonate of soda 

when making it.  John Fagan also ate some of the cake, and was violently ill; but the 

following day he recovered sufficiently to ride the mail circuit. 

Another wrote: 

[The family] sat down to tea one night in front of a birthday cake.  Through a mistake 

the mother put a white poison in the cake instead of bicarbonate of soda. Within a few 

minutes of eating the cake the mother and two of the boys were dead. 

Joseph Fagan when young 



 

 

 

What actually did happen:- 

 

Peter Fagan and members of the family were at home in Cooranbean sitting talking.  

Fagan prepared drinks for everyone, which turned out to contain poison, killing his wife 

Margaret, his daughter Margaret Teresa and his sister-in-law Bridget Gilligan of 

Sydney, who was visiting them. 

   

He mistook a bottle of strychnine - used against pests on the property - for quinine 

which they were in the habit of adding to their chosen drink. Those who had just a sip or 

two were temporarily ill.  Reportedly, Peter Fagan jumped on his horse and raced to get 

help, but was thrown and broke an arm on the way.  A Magisterial enquiry was later 

held.  

The tragedy makes for sombre reading (see the Sydney Morning Herald of 11.12.1865 

and Empire of the same date on Trove).  The three dead were taken to the city by 

steamship and after a largely attended service at St Josephôs Church next to St Maryôs 

Cathedral, were interred in the Gilligan vault, Sandhills Cemetery, Sydney until 1901 

when some 30,000 remains were removed to other cemeteries to make way for Central 

Station. 

Cross-checking certainly takes up a lot of time, but itôs worth it.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
Gwen DUNDON Member 134 
 

 
 
 

Henry Kendall Cottage at West Gosford, the former Fagan home Cooranbean in 1983.  

It was renamed in honour of the poet who stayed there for some time in the 1870s as a 

guest of the Fagans. 



 

 

THE MEMOIRS OF Jeannie Mitchell TAYLOR nee WYPER. 
 
 

 
 

Jeannie Mitchell Wyper b 29 Jan 1908 at Tollcross, Glasgow, Scotland father Isaac, coal miner, mother 
Elizabeth Robertson a bleach field worker. 
Isaac arrived in Australia in 1913 followed by Elizabeth and 3 children in 1914. 
Family lived in areas on the South Coast, NSW and then Leichhardt areas of Sydney. 
Jeannie was a widow and approx.90 years of age when she wrote these memories. 
 She died in 2008 aged 98. 
 

Part 1. 
 

Jeannie  

 

My name is Jeannie Mitchell Taylor nee Wyper . My father's 

name was Isaac Wyper and my mother's name was Elizabeth 

Roberts on. I  had two sisters: Robina Watson and  Elizabeth ; 

and one brother , Robert . This is the story of my life as I 

remember it.  

 

Grandfather Wyper was named Robert and grandmother was 

named Robina Watson. Grandfather Robertson was named 

George and grandmother  was Jeannie Mitchell. My father's 

brothers and sisters were Robert, Catherine, William, 

Christina, John, James, Jessie and Martha. There were 14 in 

my mother's family and  these are the ones I remember:  

William, Agnes, George, Thomas, John, Nellie, James, Jean, 

Archibald and Robert.  

 

My father came to Australia with his brother - in - law James 

Robertson and when he found work he sent for my mother and 

we three children.  


