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MEMBERS MEETING 6th August 2022
Our Guest speaker is Bruce CARTY
Bruce's’ talk “Australian Radio History” centres on his
research into the history of A.M. radio broadcasting
throughout Australia. This commenced with
experiments by licensed amateur radio enthusiasts with
voice transmissions in 1908.
Bruce's’ research covered all 700 Australian A.M.
broadcast stations. He managed to prove WRONG many
beliefs about our history e.g. the 2SM call sign did NOT
come from St Marys Cathedral, despite being owned by
the Catholic Church. 2UE did NOT start as 2EU despite
being owned by Electrical Utilities. TCN-9 TV was NOT our first fully
licensed TV station. This honour was granted to radio 4CM in Brisbane in
1935, on air as 4CM-TV.
Bruce's’ 100 page A4 sized book “Australian Radio History” is in most
Australian libraries. Additional research now covers 452 A4 pages. This
can be downloaded as a free EBook at www.austamradiohistory.com.

COURSE: Beginners Practical Introduction to
Family History

FACE TO FACE COURSE
Would you like to investigate your family history but have no idea where to
start or have you previously signed up to an online platform but felt
overwhelmed by all the information available?
The Society of Australian Genealogists, Australia’s oldest family history society, is excited to announce we
will be holding a face to face intensive version of our "Beginners Practical Introduction to Family History”
course at our library and research centre in Sydney.
Prefer to do this course online? Click here for details of our 6 part online version of this course.
Schedule 2 sessions #1. 12 Aug 2022, 9:00 AM 5:00 PM (AEST) #2. 13 Aug 2022, 9:00 AM 5:00 PM (AEST)
Location SAG Research Centre and Library, Level 2, 379 Kent Street Sydney Call : +61 2 9247 3953

Over the course of two days you will learn about:
 Key tools - family history software platforms, file organisation, research plans
 Traditional records (document based) research – types of records, locating records
 Electronic databases – Ancestry, FamilySearch, My Heritage, Findmypast and more
 Oral History – preparation and techniques for interviewing family members
 Other resources such as Family History Societies, online forums and education options
 Introduction to DNA research including legal and ethical considerations
 Various ways to chart, share and publish your findings, including privacy and copyright concerns
While the course will focus on records available in Australia, North America, the United Kingdom and
Ireland we will also touch on locating records in other countries and the skills you will learn can be
applied to researching ancestors from anywhere in the world.
Lead Presenter: Vanessa Cassin, SAG Education Manager Skill Level: Beginner

You’ve read the books. You’ve searched in the
databases. But did you know that one of the best
resources in a genealogy library is often the
librarian? Get more out of your visits to the library by
asking these three things.
1. “Can you help me?”
I’ve noticed that there seems to be a hesitation about
asking a librarian anything. The reasons people give
are often, “She looks busy” or “He’ll think this is a
stupid question.” Here’s the scoop: The librarian
wants to help you. Yes, she has some work with her
while she’s at the reference desk. But when she is at the desk, her main responsibility is to help you.
As for the “stupid questions,” I think most librarians would agree with me that the only truly stupid
question is the one that isn’t asked.
2. “Do you have any collections that aren’t in the catalogue?”
Just because the library has it, doesn’t mean that it’s in the catalogue. Things like obituary files,
newspaper clipping collections, vertical files, and rare books may not be included. Be sure to ask the
librarian about these hidden gems.
3. “Are there other places that could have the resources I’m looking for?”
This is an especially useful question when you have a very specific research focus. The librarian
might be able to point you to those “off the beaten path” places — the tiny historical society, the
obscure museum, the church archive — that could have just what it is you’re looking for.
Next time you’re at the library, go beyond the books and the databases. Avail yourself of one of the
best resources there: the knowledge of the librarian. As Neil Gaiman once said, “Google can bring
you back 100,000 answers. A librarian can bring you back the right one.”
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Charges for non-members a flat rate of $10.00/day.
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TEAM LEADER ROSTER
Monday

ADMINISTRATION ONLY

Tues 9.30-2pm

Marlene Davidson, Robyn Gregg

Wed. 9.30-2pm

Brian Davies, Yvonne Potts

Thurs 9.30-2pm

Belinda Mabbott, Robyn Gregg.

Thurs 6.-9.30pm Glynis Heath, David MacDonald, Belinda Mabbott
Friday 9.30-2pm Heather Yates
Our IT People
after the first 1/2 hour fee is $40.00 per

