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Once again, we acknowledge and commemorate the service of those World War 1 
soldiers who gave their lives 100 years ago. I have chosen to focus on the two Battles of 
Bullecourt which began in April of 1917. Therefore April 2017 marks the 100th 
Anniversary.  We record in this E- Muster, the names and background of twelve local 
men who died in those battles.  
Bennie Campbell has completed a wonderful data base of local soldiers, the source of 
our local men included here. As you will see, the community support of the Central 
Coast was very much alive and well in those times, just as we see today.  
 
Human spirit and human ingenuity were very evident in the art of the times during the 
First World War. Trench art was a term used as was Sweetheart Jewellery.  
Maybe you have some of this among your family treasures? 
Why not write a short story about it for the next E-Muster? 
 
The Committee members were asked to submit their stories of family heirlooms and 
keepsakes for this edition of E-Muster I hope you enjoy reading their stories which 
record links close to us all. Please consider submitting your heirloom or keepsake 
stories for the next issue of the E-Muster. 
 
I thank all those members who have submitted contributions to our journal for the 
April edition. It is lovely to be able to include the stories from our own members. It is 
through these real stories that we are strengthened by the challenges, sacrifices and 
resilience of those who have gone before us. It also strengthens the camaraderie 
between our members and initiates many a conversation at meetings. 
 
Be inspired to contribute to your E-Muster journal. 
 
At the Research Centre we have an excellent library. You may be aware that the library 
has recently been reorganized and we hope, easier to find your desired material. Make 
sure you visit the library as there are so many good books and resources available to 
assist your research. In each E-Muster we review four of our library books and this 
edition we feature two Convict books and two Australian social history books. 
 
 
There are so many stories behind our members. Family historians are the links 
between the generations.  
 
)Æ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȣȣȣ 
 

Ȱ9ÏÕ ÁÒÅ Á ÌÅÁÆ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÉÔ ÉÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ Á ÔÒÅÅȱȢ  -ÉÃÈÁÅÌ #ÒÉÃÈÔÏÎ 
 
Sue BRECKENRIDGE -Muster  Editor  
 

EDITORIAL ɀ SUE BRECKENRIDGE 



 

 

 
What a great year it has been with your new committee! It has been a 
learning experience for some of them and they have done very well. 
 
I would like to thank Margaret Ertner for all of the help she gave me, it has 
been a lot of work but we made it. 
 
Marlene Davidson, thank you for the great bus trips we had to Windsor and 
Maitland. We had 45 members on both trips and everyone had a great time. 
And also for the great Speakers you sourced for our meetings and the grants 
you worked so hard to get for us. 
 
To all the librarians and team leaders, thank you for all of the work you have 
done, we can't survive without you! 
 
Our Lands seminar with the Royal Historical Society and the Seniors 
Seminar that was held last month were both huge successes. 
 
Sadly this year we have had the passing of a few of our members and also 
few with illness. We hope all the members with ill health will be better soon. 
 
The NSW & ACT Family History State Conference will be held in September 
at Orange and we look forward to seeing some of our members attend. We 
are confident that it will be a great event. 
 
We anticipate a trip In October to Goulburn and Canberra for the weekend 
with the RedBus Company which we are very excited about.  
Please write your name on the list at the Research Centre if you are 
interested. 
 
 
 
Wendy CONDON-President  
 
 
 
 
 

PRESIDENTS REPORT ɀ WENDY CONDON



 

 
 
 

We wish to extend a very warm welcome to our new members. We hope 
they have many happy researching and social hours with us. Please 
ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÏ ÌÏÄÇÅ ÙÏÕÒ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓȭ )ÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ×ÉÔÈ Belinda Mabbott for 
inclusion on the Website.  

2028J Hans & Carol Gotfredsen 
2029 Roger Davis 
2030 Garry William Green 
2031 Estelle Huckle 
2032J Richard Van Wirdum & Lyn Pickering 
2033 Janice Matts 
2034 Peggy Crayge 
2035 Peter Fisher 

 

Youôve read the books. Youôve searched in the databases. But did you know that one of the 

best resources in a genealogy library is often the Librarian? Get more out of your visits to our 

library by asking these three things.   

1. ñCan you help me?ò Iôve noticed that there seems to be a hesitation about asking a L ibrarian 

anything. The reasons people give are often, ñShe looks busyò or ñHeôll think this is a stupid 

question.ò Hereôs the scoop: The librarian wants to help you. Yes, she has some work with her 

while sheôs at the reference desk. But when she is at the desk, her main responsibility is to help 

you. As for the ñstupid questions,ò I think most Librarians would agree with me that the only 

truly stupid question is the one that isnôt asked. 

2. ñDo you have any collections that arenôt in the catalogue?ò 

Just because the library has it, doesnôt mean that itôs in the catalogue . Things like obituary 

files, newspaper clipping collections, vertical files, and rare books may not be included. Be 

sure to ask the librarian abou t these hidden gems.  

3. ñAre there other places that could have the resources Iôm looking for?ò 

This is an especially useful question when you have a ver y specific research focus. The 

Librarian might be able to point you to those ñoff the beaten pathò places ð the tiny historical 

society, the obscure museum, the church archive ð that could have just what it is youôre 

looking for.  

 

  

NEW MEMBERS 

JOHNSTON REUNION NOTICE  

Descendants of WILLIAM and ISABELLA  (nee Cunningham) JOHNSTON from 

Whitsome, Scotland, who arrived in Australia in 1817 and settled in the Bathurst and 

Wingham districts are invited to a reunion to celebrate 200 years since their arrival in 

Australia, 5-6 August 2017 at Wingham Golf Club, Wingham, NSW.   

Enquiries to Margaret Chaffer ï margaretchaffer@bigpond.com 

 



 
 

SENIORS INSPIRING SENIORS. 

 

What a happy, sharing experience as we celebrated the beginning of Seniors 

Week at Central Coast Family History Society on Saturday 4
th
 March.  Despite 

the most awful stormy, wet weather, the East Gosford Lions Community Hall 

was set for lectures.  As well as four lecture periods representatives from the five 

local and family history groups joined with six CCFHS personnel.  All organised 

displays and resources ready for chat sessions with visitors.  

 

The day was sponsored by Seniors Week and was 

designed by CCFHS to meet the many different 

research stages at which participants are currently 

involved.  

Two morning lectures for beginning historians 

emphasised basic research principles and the use of 

primary sources. 

 

Much advertising 

suggests all one needs 

to do is to join an online 

agency and use and 

copy an already online 

family tree. So much primary sourced information is free and available on 

internet sites from State BDM registries and government agencies. Newspapers, 

libraries with local and family history 

societies provide the social contexts. 

Hasten slowly and research 

thoroughly to avoid adopting an 

incorrect relative.  

 

 

Snack times refresh the senses ready 

for the next session. 

SENIORS WEEK SEMINAR REPORT 



 

 

Participants then had time to chat 

with each of the Central Coast family 

and local history societies and 

Family Search. CCFHS groups 

offered assistance with oral history, 

writing, Trove, Ryerson Index, 

cemetery research, general research 

and convicts. What an excited happy 

buzz in the hall ensued, only 

interrupted by two more short 

sessions with information about 

Family Search and 

First Fleeters.   

 

State Records archivist Gail Davis told of the many resources, 

beyond immigration documents, which may be used to help find 

an ancestors arrival.  

Finally Mark Bundy from Rookwood Cemetery Trust told of the 

cemeteryôs historic development 

during the last 150 years. He 

answered many questions relating to 

religious customs and of course tips 

for searching for that ancestorôs 

elusive burial place. 

 

During and at the end of the day, 

many expressed their appreciation for the most 

enjoyable day with comments like é.   

Thank you for such an informative dayé.  Iôm so 

glad I was able to comeé. Great to be able to talk to 

the expertsé Iôm going home to get started. 

 

One CCFHS member observed ñThere really were 

ñbeginnersò in the audience who would have gained such a lot of invaluable 

information from the presenters and consequently felt confident to start their own 

research.ò It was indeed a good day in terms of the Seminar program, the 

genuine warmth and friendship and the spirit of sharing the wealth of experience 

and knowledge that was in that hall. 

 



 
 
 

APRIL 1st  
Cathy Cole, Manager - TERRIGAL SURF LIFESAVING CLUB  
The role of women and the impact of war on this historic club 
will be just two aspects that Cathy will explore for us. 
 
 

 
MAY 6th   
Jason Reeve from ANCESTRY. 
 Jason will inform us about DNA testing, what to expect from 
your results and the benefits of privatising your Ancestry 
Family Tree. 
 
 
JUNE 3rd  

Member Talks   
Our Members will deliver short talks on their specific interest 
areas. 
 

JULY 1st  
Martyn Killion - Ȱ"ÒÅÁËÉÎÇ ÄÏ×Î ÔÈÅ ÂÒÉÃË ×ÁÌÌÓȱ  

Martyn has been involved in family history for 40 years. 
He has also been a Councillor of the Society of Australian 
'ÅÎÅÁÌÏÇÉÓÔÓ ÓÉÎÃÅ ςπππȢ (Å ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȭÓ 
President and Honorary Archivist between 2001 and 
2005 and is currently serving a second term as President. 
He is also a Fellow of the Society and holds its Diploma in 
Family Historical Studies. 
 
 

AUGUST 5th   
Geoffrey Morgan -3ÍÉÔÈȟ Ȱ0ÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ &ÕÔÕÒÅȱ 
The FOUR DOCUMENTS Every Australian Adult Should Have:- 
1.  A Will 
2. Power of Attorney  
3. Enduring Guardianship  
4. A Living Will (Advanced Health Directive)   

SPEAKERS FOR 2017  



 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 2017 ɀ effective 1 st April  
 
 
EXISTING MEMBERS - REJOINING Membership Fees for 2017-2018 will be: 
                     Single Membership   $45.00 
                     Joint Membership   $65.00 
 
A Members Day user fee of $2.50 now applies to assist in offsetting the 
cost of online subscription sites.  
 
All Saturday workshops will incur a fee of $10 for members and $15 for non-
members unless otherwise stipulated. 
 
OUR MEMBERSHIP FORM is available to download from the website. From 
ÔÈÅ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÐÁÇÅ ÃÌÉÃË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ȣÒÅÁÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÕÎÄÅÒ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÏÎ 
the banner and all will be revealed.  Remember the website is 
www.centralcoastfhs.org.au  
 
Please read the two additional questions on your membership form 
regarding the Rotary Raffle donations to the Equipment Maintenance and 
Replacement Fund. You can chose to have Tickets sent to you to the value of 
$10 or if you prefer you can make a once per year donation of $10.00 to the 
Equipment Maintenance Fund. 
 

EFFECTIVE 1st OCTOBER OF ANY GIVEN YEAR 
A half yearly membership is offered 

Joining Fee $10.00 
Single Membership: $22.50 
Joint Membership:   $32.50  

 
 
 

No. 18                 August 2017                 e-Muster 
Deadline for articles for the April edition of the Muster is 20th July 2017. 

 
 

http://www.centralcoastfhs.org.au/


 
 
The email address for our Society is admin@centralcoastfhs.org.au 
You can also Like Us on Facebook!  

 

 
The following is a list of who does what to keep the society running as smoothly 
as it does.  
Assistant Treasurer Carol Evans 
Bookstall Coordinator Margaret Ertner 
Bookstall meeting helpers Carol Evans 
Bus Trips and Tours Marlene Davidson 
Christmas Party Organiser Wendy Condon 
Event Coordinators Marlene Davidson                 
                                                                                                             Wendy Condon 
Grant Applications Marlene Davidson 
Grant Application Proofreader Committee 
Guest Speakers Marlene Davidson 
Housekeeping Rosemary Wiltshire 
IT and Computer Network CC Mobile Computers 
LDS Film Hire ɀ Family Search Heather Yates 
Librarian Bennie Campbell 
,ÉÂÒÁÒÉÁÎȭÓ !Ósistant Belinda Mabbott 
Membership Secretary Wendy Condon 
-ÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙȭÓ ÈÅÌÐÅÒ ÏÎ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÄÁÙÓ Kay Rawnsley  
Members Interests/Facebook Administrator Belinda Mabbott 
The e-Muster Editor Sue Breckenridge 
Pelican Press Editor Heather Yates 
Overseas Book Monitor Heather Sushames 
Property Officer Margaret Morters 
Publication Projects & Public Officer Marlene Bailey 
Publicity and Advertising Bennie Campbell 
Raffles Carol Evans 
Catering Trish Michael 
Research Officer Margaret Morters 
Rotary Raffle Wendy Condon 
Unrelated Certificates Bennie Campbell 
Website Administrator Margaret Ertner 
Website Designer Zac Hall ɀ Websiteguy 
Welfare and Hospital Visits Marlene Bailey 
 

 

ASSIGNED DUTIES 

SOCIETIES MAILING LIST 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Central-Coast-Family-History-Society/470973716399367?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
mailto:admin@centralcoastfhs.org.au


 

BOOK REVIEW S from our LIBRARY  
 
 
 

5.7),,).' %-)'2!.43ȣ ÌÅÔÔÅÒÓ ÏÆ Á ÃÏÎÖÉÃÔȭÓ ×ÉÆÅȢ 
 By Alexander Hasluck.  
 
Ȱ)Î ρωσρȟ Á small bundle of tattered letters was handed in to the West Australian 
Historical Society at one of its meetings by a member, Mr. John Stoddart. The 
letters were in a grey kangaroo skin pouch, fur side out, envelope shaped and a 
ÂÉÔ ÔÏÒÎȢȱ 

 
This book tell s the story of William Sykes and his 
fellow convicts ɂall unwilling emigrants.  
4ÈÅ ÂÏÏË ÉÓ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ×ÉÔÈ ȰÃÏÍÐÁÓÓÉÏÎȟ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÁÎ 
extraordinary insight into the effects of 
ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÕÐÏÎ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ ÌÉÖÅÓȱȢ 
The letters were from Myra Sykes to her convict 
husband, William Sykes.  
For Myra, poor and illiterate, it was abandonment. 
For William it was a life of privation and pain.    
 
This book makes an interesting study of Western 
!ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁȭÓ ÃÏÎÖÉÃÔ ÅÒÁ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ Á ÓÔÕÄÙ ÏÆ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ 
3ÙËÅÓȭÓ ÌÉÆÅȢ   &ÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ interested in convict history in 
Western Australia this book is well worth a read.       

 

 

2%-%-"%2 7(%.ȣ2ÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÎ Á ÃÈÁÎÇÉÎÇ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁ ÂÙ 
Bruce Elder.  
 
 
4ÈÅ ÂÏÏË ÐÏÓÅÓ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ȣȣȢ 
What happened to a sense of community?  
What happened to eth ics and honour?  
What happened to Australian uniqueness?  
/ÎÅ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ ÉÓ ÅÎÔÉÔÌÅÄ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÃÒÁÐ ×Å ÅÁÔ ÎÏ×ȱȢ 
This book is a very worthwhile read and also tackles the 
issues of globalization and environment; economics and 
egalitarianism.   
 



Australian Childhood. An Anthology, edited by Gwyn 
Dow and June Factor. 
 With the focus on children, the chapters relate to children in the 
goldfields, the outback, children at play, at school and at work. 
4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÉÔÌÅÄ Ȱ/ÌÄ 7ÁÙÓȟ .Å× 7ÁÙÓȱ ρψωπ-1929. The 
period from 1930 -ρωτω ÉÓ ÔÅÒÍÅÄ ÏÕÒ Ȱ'ÒÏ×ÉÎÇ 5Ð 7ÉÔÈ 
5ÎÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÔÙȱ 4ÈÉÓ ÂÏÏË ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÒÅÁÄ ÔÏ ÅØÐÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ 
general knowledge of childhood in earlier times in Australia. 
There are illustrations included.  

Books reviewed by Sue BRECKENRIDGE  
 

  



 

  

The members of the Central Coast 

Family History Society Inc. honour the 

memory of all those who lost their lives 

in the service of their country.  

In particular we honour twelve local 

men who lost their lives at Bullecourt as 

�W�K�H�\�� �I�R�X�J�K�W�� �I�R�U�� �R�X�U�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�� �D�Q�G�� �L�W�V�¶��
freedom. 

 

 

 
THE FIRST BATTLE OF BULLECOURT  

 

From the Australian War Memorial:- 

Bullecourt, a village in northern France was one of several villages to be heavily 

fortified and incorporated into the defenses of the Hindenburg Line in 1917. 

In March 1917, the German army had withdrawn to the Hindenburg Line in order 

to shorten their front and thus make their positions easier to defend. This move 

was rapidly followed up by the British and Empire forces, and they launched an 

offensive around Arras in April 1917. 

To assist the Arras operations, an attack was launched on Bullecourt on 11 April 

1917 by the 4th Australian and 62
nd

 British Divisions. The attack was hastily 

planned and mounted and resulted in disaster. Tanks which were supposed to 

support the attacking Australian infantry either broke down or were quickly 

destroyed. Nevertheless, the infantry managed to break into the German 

defenses. Due to uncertainty as to how far they had advanced, supporting 

artillery fire was withheld, and eventually the Australians were hemmed in and 

forced to retreat. The two brigades of the 4
th
 Division who carried out the attack, 

the 4
th
 and 12

th
, suffered over 3,000 casualties; 1,170 Australian were taken 

prisoner-the largest number captured in a single engagement during the war. 

 

�³�%�X�O�O�H�F�R�X�U�W�����P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���D�Q�\���R�W�K�H�U���E�D�W�W�O�H�����V�K�R�R�N���W�K�H���F�R�Q�I�L�G�H�Q�F�H���R�I���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q��
soldiers in the capacity of the British command; the errors, especially on 

April 10
th

 and 11
th�����Z�H�U�H���R�E�Y�L�R�X�V���W�R���D�O�P�R�V�W���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�´�� 

 

Charles BEAN, Official Historian. 

 


